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A Michigan couple with a love for 
antiques builds a modern log home 
with old-fashioned appeal.
Story by Suzanna Logan

PhotograPhy by Scott amundSon

home by Ken Lacoy conStruction
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aNtIquE DELIGHt. the floor-to-
ceiling stone fireplace provides 
an impressive backdrop for a vari-
ety of antiques showcased in the 
great room. a train clock, view-
able from both sides, sits atop a 
carpenter bench purchased at a 
local sidewalk sale, while a Buddy 
L train set from the 1920s, a birth-
day gift from homeowner Karen 
Durham to her husband, Scott, is 
perched next to an antique quilt 
at the base of the loft.
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Imparting an old-style feel into the five- 
bedroom home required a two-pronged process 
of design and decoration, but the couple didn’t do 
it alone. Hayward, Wisconsin-based Ken LaCoy 
Construction had a large part in helping the couple 
achieve the timeworn aesthetic in their new home.

“The Durhams had specific ideas of what they 
wanted, and they were very involved in the design-
ing and building process,” says builder Ken LaCoy, 
who usually completes two custom homes per year. 
“For example, Karen came to me with antique 

doorknobs that she wanted 
to use, so we worked those 
into the design.” 

The doorknobs were 
just the beginning. The 
home features a number of 
distinctive design elements 
that hearken back to a 
simpler time. Six floor-to-
ceiling fireplaces, laid by a 
local father-and-son team, 
Frank and Frank, give 
the home old-fashioned 

warmth, while a wood-burning stove set into stone 
lends the finished basement a nostalgic flair. And a 
dumbwaiter installed next to the great room fire-
place acts as a conversation starter and practical 
convenience, allowing the firewood harvested from 
the couple’s property to be transported throughout 
the house with ease.

In choosing building materials for the home, 
the Durhams made decisions to emphasize the 
antique look they longed for. The hand-scribed 
larch and lodgepole pine logs range in diameter 
from 10 to 16 inches, while Swedish coped logs with 
saddle-notched corners perfect the rustic cabin 
look. A weathered stain finishes off the aged effect.

“Because none of the logs are the same size, 

it looks more authentic, like a home you would’ve 
found in the olden days,” Karen says.

The home’s decor imbues a comforting aura 
to the Durhams’ charming retreat. Stained-glass 
windows purchased during the couple’s countless 
antiquing excursions make a striking statement, 
while an array of colorful quilts—some inherited 
from the couple’s great-grandparents—hang over 
the wooden railing above the great room, lending a 
soft touch to the rustic surroundings.

Of all the Durhams’ prized possessions, one 
of the most impressive is a yellow birch bed-
room set custom-made in Ashland, Wisconsin, 
from reclaimed logs found at the bottom of Lake 
Superior. “According to a logger stamp, the tree 
was harvested in 1887 by a man named R.D. Pike,” 
Scott says.

And for the perfect old-fashioned hideaway, the 
secluded location makes visitors feel as if they’ve 
stepped back in time. Good thing the Durhams 
were patient when looking for the ideal acreage. 
“We wanted southern exposure. We had to be on 
the lake, have evergreen trees and birch trees and 
a Northwoods look,” Karen says. “It took us a few 
years to find that, but it was worth the wait.”

Despite the lengthy search, the 80-acre prop-
erty ended up being right in the back yard of one 
of the couples’ favorite vacation spots, where they 
had enjoyed getaways with their family for more 
than 20 years.

 “We spent so much time here with our fam-
ily, we figured it was the perfect place to build our 
own log home,” explains Karen, a mother of two 
and grandmother of four. “And having our own 
place is so much nicer. It’s a warm, happy, comfort-
able place. It truly is a part of us.” 

And with its soothing surroundings and invit-
ing atmosphere, the Durhams’ log home offers an 
ageless charm that will never go out of style.4

Tucked away in the heart of Chequamegon National Forest 

in northwest Wisconsin, you’ll find a veritable treasure trove 

of antiques—also known as the getaway home of Scott and 

Karen Durham. Built a decade ago, the 5,500-square-foot 

abode, like its contents, has aged gracefully and now exudes a 

timeless appeal.

HOMESpEcS
Square footage: 

5,500

Builder: 
Ken Lacoy construction

For more information, see 
Sourcebook on page 77.

cOzy KItcHEN. the rich, honey-colored raised-panel cabinetry provides warmth to the kitchen and a vivid red rug lends a 
burst of color to the primarily neutral space. the 100-year-old wooden dining table, once covered in layers of peeling paint, 
now boasts a reflective finish after being sanded and refinished to its original glory.
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EyE ON DESIGN
Staircase placement can 
take up a lot of valuable 
real estate. Here, the stairs 
are the perfect compro-
mise—a great design that’s 
tucked out of the way of 
foot traffic.

Main Level

Upper Level

patIO paraDISE. an expansive patio laid with 
Kilton flagstones arranged in an elaborate 
mosaic design features a built-in stone fire pit.  
a family favorite in the summer and fall, it’s the 
perfect place to roast marshmallows and enjoy 
the view of the lake by day or the stars by night.

a SpEcIaL twISt (above). a custom curved staircase 
made from naturally bent logs gives the entryway an 
eye-catching focal point. adding to the appeal, a bear 
carved by a local artisan from a butternut log greets 
guests at the top of the steps. “we found a great 
craftsman who loved working with wood and truly 
enjoyed doing something different,” says Karen.

DOuBLE Duty (above right). this multifunctional 
space doubles as a guest room and exercise area for 
Karen, thanks to the Murphy-style wall beds. Built-in 
shelves carve out ample room to display many of the 
couple’s favorite finds from their antiquing adventures.

rOaDSIDE rEwarD (right). the “Namakagon Lake” 
sign adorning the wall was discovered near the 
Durhams’ home. “we found it on the edge of the 
woods along the road at an intersection,” Scott says.  
after being covered with a clear gloss finish, the sign 
took up permanent residence on the game room wall.
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